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FOUNDATION NEWS

IT'S A "SHOE-IN"
"It's A Shoe-In” is the theme of our quickly
approaching Heart's for Our Hospital Gala, which
will be held at the Brownwood Hotel & Spa on
Saturday, February 12, 2022. UF Health The
Villages® Hospital Auxiliary Foundation invites you
and your guests to join us for this our black-tie and
sneakers event.
October 2021 launched the beginning of a 12-month
capital campaign to support the new heart and
vascular program at UF Health The Villages®
Hospital. The goal is to raise $1.4 million to support
this initiative, thus, the Foundation is cultivating
financial partnerships with area residents and the
local business community to generate funds,
including all net proceeds raised during our 2022
Hearts for Our Hospital Gala.
Purchase tables or tickets by January 24th at
www.tvhfoundationgala.com. For more information
contact the Foundation office at 352-751-8871 or
email creardon@shands.ufl.edu

1501 N US Highway 441, Suite 1829
The Villages, FL 32159
352-751-8871
YOUR FOUNDATION NEWS IS A PUBLICATION OF
UF HEALTH THE VILLAGES® HOSPITAL AUILIARY
FOUNDATION. THE INFORMATION WITHIN THIS
PUBLICATION IS DESIGNED TO COMMUNICATE
AND INFORM OUR SUPPORTERS. THE EDITORIAL
STAFF RESERVES THE RIGHT TO AUTHOR EDIT OR
DENY MATERIALS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION.
THIS NEWSLETTER IS DEDICATED TO THE
FAITHFUL SUPPORTERS OF OUR HOSPITAL.
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Ron Brunner
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Paul Farineau
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James Lemon
Michael Pape
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Robert Reilly, MD
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Scott Sander
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The Auxiliary Foundation Office is
located at the hospital’s East Campus
across from the Sharon Morse Center
on Hwy 441, and is staffed
Monday - Friday
8:00 am-4:00 pm
352-751-8871
email: cfh_tvrhaf@shands.ufl.edu
Our Mission Statement

To raise funds and create awareness of
the services which our hospital provides
to maintain and improve the quality
of patient care.
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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE
At the end of each year, I often reflect on
what has transpired throughout my annual
trip around the sun. This past journey in our
blue planet surely presented to be as
interesting as the year before.
A few of us, including myself, thought and
hoped that this Pandemic would end as
quickly as the vaccination campaigns
started and that we'd achieve some level of
herd immunity. However, the challenges
that we faced proved to be too big to be
easily conquered. Some European countries,
as I write this message to you, are back on
some level of social restriction.
As we reflect upon the lives we lost and the
loved ones who will be in our memories
forever, one must find meaning in our
journey around the sun and life. I, for one,
attempt to do so by focusing on my
professional life, the development of my
children and family, and by believing not
only in what our Foundation represents, but
in what we have accomplished these past 12
months.
Our foundation goal is to support our local
community Hospital. We do so in many
ways including the countless hours that our
almost 1,000 volunteers donate, as well as
raising funds to contribute to the
improvement of our hospital health care.
As we unveil our newly remodeled Thrift
shop and expand upon its growth and
activities, we hope to raise over 1.4 million
dollars to contribute to the construction of
our local heart and vascular program.

The new cardiac center will help many in
our tri-county community by offering a
service that is currently only provided by
other hospitals in our area. I hope I can
count on you to help us reach that goal
and to continue to make YOUR hospital
better each year.
Although we do not know what 2022 will
bring, I am certain that if we focus on a
common goal, our next journey around
the sun will be even more meaningful.
Thank you to our donors and supporters
for continuing on this journey with us.
You are truly appreciated.

Andre Nacaxe, CFTA, Chairman
UF Health The Villages® Hospital
Auxiliary Foundation

KUDOS KORNER
Kudos Korner is a special place where we
showcase the appreciations of our
patients at UF Health The Villages®
Hospital. The following excerpt is from a
patient. "From the first triage step in the
emergency room through a 10 day search
for what was wrong, I received the
highest level of professional care."

FOUNDATION DINNER
On a recent fall evening, 116 individuals attended the annual UF
Health The Villages® Hospital Auxiliary Foundation dinner at the
Rohan Recreation Center, where they heard updates on all the
major happenings taking place within the Foundation and the
hospital.
Executives from UF Health and The Villages® Hospital shared
plans to expand services at the current location and in the
southern portion of The Villages. The Heart and Vascular
program at The Villages® Hospital will be growing into one
convenient location in the hospital, which will benefit the
patients, physicians and the community.
Dick Campbell, president of UF Health The Villages® Hospital
Auxiliary Foundation, was pleased to kick off the $1.2 million
fundraising appeal for the Heart and Vascular facility by
announcing the generous matching donation made by
anonymous donors for $75,000. The donors, who are long-time
contributors to the Auxiliary Foundation, will match every dollar
donated up to $75,000 through early 2022.
The evening concluded with a 5-minute video sharing patients'
and physicians' thoughts on the excellent cardiac care delivered
at UF Health The Villages® Hospital and what the new cardiac
expansion will mean for the community. To view the video, go to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrTWm7A57C0

________________________________________________________
CALLING ALL CLUBS
Are you a member of a club or civic organization? If so, and you are looking for speakers, please consider a presentation by
one of our hospital administrators who will share the new developments at UF Health Central Florida. This year, TVH
Auxiliary Foundation has embarked on a campaign to raise funds for the new heart and vascular program at the hospital.
To assist in this effort, the Foundation has created a series of videos featuring local cardiologists, grateful patients and
hospital staff. The videos are very informative regarding the advances in cardiovascular medicine. For more information or
to schedule a presentation, call Cathy Reardon at 352-751-8871.
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CHERYL CHESTNUTT: KEEP MOVING FORWARD
Although Cheryl Chestnutt, RN, has only been in her role as Vice President,
Chief Clinical Officer/ Site Administrator for UF Health The Villages®
Hospital for a few months, her priority is patient throughput while also
maintaining a positive patient experience. With her strong nursing and
clinical leadership experience, she brings a culture of excellence to the
hospital.
“We’ve been able to implement several new internal processes for moving
patients from the ER to a patient room or even from the ambulance into the
ER. Our goal is to have “0” holds in the ER, and we work to reach that goal
every day,” comments Cheryl.
“The growing needs of residents in this thriving community are going to
continue to expand, and we must be ready to respond by aligning our
inpatient and outpatient needs,” says Cheryl. “We must continue to keep the
flow of our patients moving. For example, we’ve created a DME closet--durable medical equipment---so when a patient is discharged, they won’t
have to wait in the hospital for a company to deliver a walker or wheelchair.
The hospital can provide the equipment. The patient can go home without
delay. Our focus is on controlling what we can,” explains Cheryl.

MEET KEVIN BEHRNS, MD: INCREASING PATIENT SATIFACTION
Kevin E. Behrns, MD, has been in his role of Chief Medical Officer for UF
Health Central Florida which includes The Villages® Hospital and Leesburg
Hospital, for 10 months. His primary focus is to work with and assist the
medical staff at the hospitals with their patients and serve as a liaison to the
physicians to ensure the highest quality of care is delivered within UF Health
Central Florida hospitals.
“Increasing patient satisfaction and improving the quality of care is at the
forefront of everything we do at the hospitals,” says Dr. Behrns. “Working
with our physicians to elevate the care in our communities is our mission.
With the rapid growth of the population of our area, it’s critical for us to care
for more and more patients over time by working with our medical staff to
provide optimal care for our patients,” explains Dr. Behrns.
UF Health Central Florida plans to expand services and create programs that
will be integrated in the areas of oncology and cardiology. “UF Health is a
driving force in accomplishing this goal,” comments Dr. Behrns.“This was an
opportunity for me to return to work for UF Health and be part of an evolving
healthcare organization in a thriving community. What our healthcare system looks like today in 2021 and what it will be in
2025 will be very different,” says Dr. Behrns. Dr. Behrns, now a full-time Villager, has had an illustrious career and
background as a general surgeon with expertise in pancreatobiliary and liver surgery. He is married with three children and
plans to participate in all the area has to offer as evidenced by his recent 100-mile bike ride with the Foundation’s Big Bike
Weekend.
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IT'S TIME FOR CABARET!

ENDOWMENT
In 2017 the Auxiliary Foundation Board approved a contribution of $100,000 to establish
an Endowment Fund. Since that time, the fund has increased to its current value of over
$409,000 and will continue to grow with planned gifts from supporters of the Hospital
and the Auxiliary Foundation that will allow the Endowment to flourish. Those gifts can
take the form of bequests, charitable gift annuities, appreciated securities, insurance
policies, and appreciated real estate. Endowment donors are generally interested in
leaving a legacy and providing for the long-term future of the organization they support.
Donations to the fund are invested by professional money managers and only the income
from those investments can be used.

CHARITABLE GIVING
You can make a BIG charitable impact here in The Villages by giving to the Auxiliary
Foundation and helping us to uphold our mission of improving patient care at UF Health
The Villages® Hospital. Gifts of stock (& other appreciated assets) and gifts from your
IRA are powerful ways to give big and give smart. You made a great investment decision;
now you can make a powerful charitable decision. With these contributions, you not only
benefit from regular tax savings but can also avoid capital gains taxes on qualified assets
given for charitable use. Please be sure to check with your legal and/or financial advisor
before proceeding with any gift. To learn more call Dick Campbell, Foundation President,
at 352-751-8871.

ROOM NAMING
SPONSORS
INDIVIDUALS
Dr. Patrick & Kelly Acevedo
Deidre Anderson
Diana Ballard & John Capone
Dr. Stephen & Mary Beth Autry
Phyllis & Walt Baum
Walter & Robin Bell
John & Beth Bondurant
Ron & Karen Brunner
Richard & Barbara Cole
George & Gloria Counselman
Jan & Shari Digman
Frederick & Jacqueline Funk
Alan & Carolyn Ann Goldstein
Bob Griffin
Don & Dinah Henderson
Dr. Maen Hussein & Michelle Vivieros
Maurice & Betsy Joy
Joseph & Millie Klemish
Jim & Penny Kozinski
Diane Kupchak
Robert & Cynthia Levins
Kent & Betty Lunsford
Allen & Waneita Menke
Harry & Beth Miller
Jutta Owens
Michael & Patricia Pape
John & Cynthia Parr Rabley
Mary Ann & Evan Richards
Francis & Linda Robacker
Fred Robey
Charlie & Debbie Smith
Jim & Pam Smothers
Eugene & Marcia Spada
Ron & Carol Spira
Wendy L. Staniforth
Daniel & Alberta Sullivan
David & Cindy Taylor
Gerald & Marilyn Ten Eyck
Lee & Fran Van Horn
Dr. Vilma C. Witten

SCHOLARSHIP
SPONSORS
Deidre Anderson
John & Beth Bondurant
Diana Ballard & John Capone
George & Gloria Counselman
Christine Cote & Hugo Yepez
Kathryn Deering
Russ & Marie D’Emidio
Grace AME Church &
William F. Crumel, Jr. Foundation
Dr. Erika Jasper
Maurice & Betsy Joy
Gary & Barbara Kadow
Diane Kupchak
Joe Lalonde
Dr. & Mrs. Edwin McDaniel
Fred Robey
Jim & Pam Smothers
Daniel & Alberta Sullivan
David & Cindy Taylor
Gerald & Marilyn Ten Eyck
Dr. Vilma C. Witten
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THRIFT SHOPPE: FOCUS ON VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT
Looking for a way to give back? To spend time with a friendly group of people? Then look no further than Ye Olde Thrift
Shoppe, part of UF Health The Villages® Hospital Auxiliary Foundation, located at 106 W. Lady Lake Boulevard, Lady
Lake, FL 32159, under the beautiful old oak trees.
In between your golf game, pickleball, line dancing and water aerobics, consider spending some time volunteering at the
Thrift Shoppe for a 4-hour shift—any day Monday through Saturday. Liz, a Villager, volunteers as a Receiver on the front
line accepting donations as they come in from the community. “You meet all kinds of wonderful people—northerners,
southerners and all-around great folks, and that’s not only the customers but the volunteer family at the Shoppe as
well,” says Liz.
Opportunities for volunteer positions vary from testing electrical appliances to jewelry to linens to books and clothing
and so much more. It’s a brand new, bright store with an outgoing group of volunteers who love their jobs.
Gwen, a Harbor Hills resident who just started on October 1, volunteers in the books section and the fitting rooms. She
says, “I’m glad to be volunteering after my move from Atlanta. I was in the healthcare field, and this is my way of giving
back to our hospital.”
The success of this Shoppe is the result of the volunteers, and you can certainly be a part of that success. Contact Beth
Malak at 405-802-2703 to discuss the volunteer opportunities awaiting you.

HIDDEN ANGEL AWARD

UF Health The Villages® Hospital Auxiliary Foundation has a wonderful
variety of partners who support our fundraising goals by way of
recognizing individuals who have contributed to the mission of the
Foundation in an exceptional way. One way we recognize amazing
individuals is by presenting them the Hidden Angel Award. Criteria have
been developed to award these individuals with the Hidden Angel Award.
The Hidden Angel Award was started in 2014. To qualify the following
criteria must be met:
- Not a board member or UF Health The Villages® Hospital Employee
- 5 yrs. Participation with Auxiliary/Foundation
- Performed extraordinary work
- Brought in at least $25,000
- Willing to accept responsibility when no one else would
Congratulations to Nancy Cummings on earning the hidden Angel
Award! We are truly amazed with all that she does.
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RUN/WALK FOR HEALTHY HEARTS
We're calling all walkers and runners to come together to
raise awareness of heart disease and the expansion of
cardiac services at UF Health The Villages® Hospital. The
family-friendly 5K Fun Run/Walk for Healthy Hearts is for
all ages and levels and will be held in Spanish Springs on
Saturday, April 16, 2022 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday, April 16, 2022
UF Health The Villages® Hospital Auxiliary
Foundation invites you to join the:

Deidre Rosemond, Patient Navigator, UF Health The
Villages® Hospital Auxiliary Foundation and Coordinator
of the Healthy Hearts Run/Walk, encourages everyone to
come out and join the fun festivities planned for the day.
Not only are you supporting a worthy cause, but
participants can achieve great health benefits such as
reducing their risk of cardiovascular disease, improvement
of circulation, boost in metabolism, as well as
enhancement of their overall athletic ability. Stay tuned for
more information!

5K/FUN

JOHN TRUTH & REFLEXX
The roots and sounds of the legendary Bob Marley were vibrant
as orthopedic surgeon Dr. John Williams, Jr. and his band, known
to many as John Truth & Reflexx, recently rocked a packed house
at the Savannah Center. The tribute concert is part of an exciting
series of concerts that John Truth Productions and Advanced
Orthopedics Institute hosts to benefit UF Health The Villages®
Hospital Auxiliary Foundation.
This year, proceeds from the event will help support the
Foundation’s mission to enhance the programs and services for
UF Health The Villages® Hospital's Heart and Vascular program.
We would like to recognize and thank the generosity of our event
sponsors, including Title Sponsor-Brooks Rehabilitation, as well
as those who attended. Thank you one and all for your support!
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BIG BIKE WEEKEND CYCLING 2021

Q.) What Makes a Great Charity Cycling Event?
A.) Joining the forces of UF Health The Villages® Hospital Auxiliary Foundation and the Sumter Landing Bicycle Club.
Despite the thick fog that settled upon the La Hacienda Recreation Center and surrounding areas in the early morning
hours of Saturday, November 13th, the 6th annual Hearts for Our Hospital Big Bike Weekend was a resounding success.
Almost 400 bright-eyed and energetic cyclists joined together for a great cause to pound the pavement and accomplish
their goals of completing the 10, 20, 32, 64 or 100-mile ride.
Unique riders from across the Sunshine State and country participated in the event including our youngest participant, age
13, who challenged himself on the 64-mile course. Also Sgt. Pam Kelly, a U.S. Army veteran who suffered an accident in the
service which left her paralyzed from the waist down, completed the 32-mile journey on a custom trike that she rides with
the power of one arm. And rounding out some of our most notable riders was a gentleman of 89 years young who completed
the 20 mile challenge. Kudos to these wonderful athletes and to all of those who pedaled the distance!
New ride directors this year, Mike and Julie Kennedy of the Sumter Landing Bicycle Club, worked tirelessly along with the
fellow club members, to make this event even bigger and better, as well as that of future events. Now in its sixth year, the
Sumter Landing Bicycle Club has raised a combined total of $360,000. Proceeds from this year's event will benefit the
expansion of UF Health The Villages® Hospital's Heart and Vascular program.

This event would not be possible without all of the generous sponsors who stepped up when they saw a need and made it
happen. Thank you!!
Title Sponsors:

Dillard’s

Michael Whitaker & Associates

Florida Blue Medicare & David’s World Cycle

Dr. Robert & Christine Meade

Primal

Fidelity Investments

Sabal Trust

Advanced Orthopedics Institute

Florida Cancer Specialists

Suncoast Credit Union

CAAM Events

Halff Associates

Ron the Music Man

Campus USA Credit Union

Jan & Shari Digman

Rotary Club of The Villages

CEC Golf Design Group

Kona Ice

Morning

Clymer, Farner and Barley, Inc.

La Hacienda Catering

Sumter County Amateur Radio

Custom Apparel & Gifts

Lake Sumter State College

Sumter Landing Bicycle Club

David & Cindy Taylor

Michael Pape & Associates

The Pickle Juice Company
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The Villages® Parks & Recreation
The Villages Soccer Club
UF Health The Villages® Hospital
UF Health TVH Auxiliary Foundation
Village Cycles
Villages Rehab & Nursing Center
Ye Olde Thrift Shoppe
Your Humane Society SPCA

FUTURE NURSE: LIZBETH CRUZ
Lizbeth Cruz, a recipient of one of the scholarships awarded by UF Health The
Villages® Hospital Auxiliary Foundation, found her true passion for the
medical field while enrolled in the Healthcare Academy at South Sumter High
School. “I was able to experience the many different professions with the
healthcare industry and realized that nursing was where I needed to be,” says
Lizbeth.
“I graduated in 2018 from high school and was so fortunate to receive several
scholarships, including the one from the Foundation, which made it possible
for me to attend the University of Florida. I’m now in my last year of nursing
and will receive my BSN in 2022,” exclaims Lizbeth.
Lizbeth continues, “My dream is to work in the NICU at Winnie Palmer
Hospital. I’m a first-generation college graduate, and this scholarship will
help me to graduate debt-free, a goal I’ve had from the beginning.”
We certainly wish Lizbeth the best in completing her degree as she pursues her
future in healthcare.

________________________________________________________
THANK YOU HUMANE SOCIETY SPCA
In the month of October, we were honored to have one of our room naming sponsors, YOUR Humane Society SPCA, to come
out and show some puppy love to our amazing staff and volunteers at UF Health The Villages® Hospital. THANK YOU!
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DR. ERIKA JASPER: TRUE BELIEVER IN GIVING BACK
A Leesburg native, Dr. Erika Jasper, graduated from Leesburg High School
in 1996 and received her Doctorate of Pharmacy degree in 2002 from
Florida A & M University in Tallahassee, Florida, followed by a Masters in
Pharmacoeconomics, from the University of Florida in 2015. As a true
believer in giving back, Erika was afforded the opportunity to use her
medical background on a global scale for three years as a Medical Mission
Coordinator for a local non-profit organization. As she traveled the world,
she provided basic medical needs to thousands of indigent patients in
many remote areas around the world.
“I’ve always believed in the quote from Norman Vincent Peale, “See a need
and fill it,” exclaimed Erika, and I’ve had the opportunity to do just that.
During the pandemic, Erika pondered how she could become more effective
in impacting and changing lives. Therefore, she chose to contribute to the
UF Health The Villages® Hospital Auxiliary Foundation scholarship
program and pay it forward. Being raised in a single-parent household,
Erika knows firsthand the various financial challenges that many students
face daily. Thus, she wanted to make the journey easier for others. A
humanitarian is defined as a person who seeks to promote human welfare,
and Erika certainly fits that description. She commented, “It’s not about
us, it’s about others.”

________________________________________________________
JEWISH FEDERATION: STRONGER TOGETHER
“Bringing the greater community together regardless of race, religion or
color for we believe we are stronger together” is the mission of the Jewish
Federation of The Villages. Janice Hirsch, President of the Federation, says,
“our focus is on the children in our communities and helping them excel.
Our decision to donate to the scholarship program with UF Health The
Villages® Hospital Auxiliary Foundation fits perfectly with our mission
and will benefit our communities by ensuring the scholarship recipients
focus on selecting healthcare as their career,” says Janice.
She continues, “The Jewish Federation truly wants to make a difference,
and not just for the Jewish community, but all communities by connecting
each of them to each other and fulfilling the promise of being stronger
together.”
The Federation continually holds programs and events to raise funds for
children’s issues. To learn more, go to www.jfedthevillages.org.

________________________________________________________
WE ARE ON FACEBOOK!
The Foundation and Ye Olde Thrift Shoppe are excited to announce our new
profiles on Facebook. Through these platforms, we will share a variety of useful
content to keep our family of donors, friends and visitors updated on the latest
news, events, special promotions and more. Please check out our pages and be
sure to LIKE and FOLLOW us!

. You can find the Foundation at:
https://www.facebook.com/ufvillageshospitalfoundation
. Ye Olde Thrift Shoppe at: https://www.facebook.com/yeoldethriftshoppe
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John T. Williams Jr., M.D.
TVRH AUXILIARY FOUNDATION IS A "501(C)(3)" CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE TO THE EXTENT OF THE LAW (FEDERAL TAX ID#
55-0818419 / CH26571. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY
Board Certified
Orthopedic
Surgeon
CALLING TOLL FREE, 1-800-435-7352, WWW.800FLA.COM,
WITHIN
THE STATE.
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE
Specializing in Total Joint Replacement
STATE.

1400 N US Hwy 441, Suite 552, The Villages, FL 32159
phone 352.751.2862 fax 352.751.5541 HOW

TO

Contact the
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